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A 33 02/20/15 

 PRC 9026.2 
 RA# 13014 

S 18 V. Perez 
 

CONSIDER APPLICATION FOR AN EXTENSION OF A  
MINERAL PROSPECTING PERMIT FOR MINERALS  

OTHER THAN OIL, GAS, AND GEOTHERMAL  
RESOURCES ON STATE LANDS, 

SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY 
 
APPLICANT: 

Mr. Robert G. Wetzel 
2352 Brant St. 
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420 
 

AREA, TYPE LAND AND LOCATION: 
Section 16, T15N, R10E, SBM, San Bernardino County, containing 
approximately 633 acres, of State fee-owned school lands, about two miles 
northwest of the interstate 15 Halloran Springs Exit, which is about 10 miles 
northeast of Baker, California (SLC parcel #202-017) (see Exhibit A and Exhibit 
B, attached hereto). 
 

BACKGROUND: 
On October 19, 2012, the California State Lands Commission (Commission) 
issued Mineral Prospecting Permit (Permit) No. 9026.2 to Mr. Robert G. Wetzel 
(Permittee) to allow for prospecting for precious metals on approximately 633 
acres of State fee-owned school lands.  The initial one-year term of the permit 
was set to expire on October 31, 2013.  On January 27, 2013, the Permittee 
submitted an application for an extension of the expiration date to October 31, 
2014 and an amendment of the permit to include drilling of six holes on the State 
school land parcel.  This extension and the amendment were approved by the 
Commission at the June 21, 2013, Commission meeting.    
 
On October 23, 2014, the Permittee submitted the most recent application for a 
one-year extension to the existing permit.  This application was deemed 
complete on November 6, 2014.   
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The Permittee is proposing to conduct the same exploration and drilling activities 
under the extension and amendment granted on June 21, 2013.  No other 
additional activity is proposed in the application for an extension, and the 
Permittee will work under the same conditions and restrictions as outlined in the 
existing Permit and amendment.   
 
The Permittee was able to complete one drill hole on federal land before funding 
for further work was exhausted.  Since the Permittee has secured additional 
funding, the Permittee is requesting an extension to resume the prospecting 
because the exploration results from his gold assays have been encouraging to 
date.    
 

TERMS OF PROPOSED PROJECT: 
The initial term of the mineral prospecting permit was for one year beginning on 
November 1, 2012, and ending on October 31, 2013.  The term of the first 
prospecting permit extension was for one year from November 1, 2013, through 
October 31, 2014.  The term of this second and final prospecting permit 
extension, as allowed under Public Resources Codes section 6026.2, will be 
(retroactive) for one year from November 1, 2014, through October 31, 2015.   
 

ROYALTY: 
Royalty payable under this permit shall be 20 percent (20%) of the gross value of 
the minerals secured from the permitted area that is sold, disposed, held for sale, 
or other disposition. 
 

PREREQUISITE CONDITIONS, FEES AND EXPENSES: 
1. The required filing fee, processing fee, and approximate expense deposit 

have been submitted by the Permittee. 
 
2. The subject parcel is not known to contain commercially valuable mineral 

deposits. 
 

STATUTORY AND OTHER REFERENCES: 
 A. Paragraph 1 of the permit. 

B. Public Resources Code section 6891. 
  

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 
1. Staff conducted two site inspections on December 19, 2012, and January 

16, 2013.  The inspection reports with photographs are filed in the Long 
Beach office.  
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2. The Permittee has provided a check in the amount of $10,000, which 
covers the performance bond and other security device in favor of the 
State. 

 
3. An Environmental Assessment (EA) and Finding of No Significant Impact 

(FONSI) were prepared and circulated for this project by Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) and adopted on May 23, 2013.  These documents 
were circulated for public review as broadly as state and local law may 
require and notice was given meeting the standards in California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, section 15072, subdivision (a).  On June 21, 2013, 
the federal EA/FONSI was used in place of a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration for the original authorization pursuant to California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, sections 15221 and 15225. 

 
4. This activity involves lands identified as possessing significant 

environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code section 6370 et 
seq., but such activity will not affect those significant lands.  Based upon 
the staff’s consultation with the persons nominating such lands and 
through the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review process, 
it is the staff’s opinion that the project, as proposed, is consistent with its 
use classification.  

 
APPROVALS OBTAINED: 

Pursuant to Public Resources Code section 6890, the Office of the Attorney 
General had determined that the prospecting permit is in compliance with the 
applicable provisions of the law. 
 

EXHIBITS: 
A. Land Description 
B. Site Map 
C. PRC 9026.2 Prospecting Permit  
D. PRC 9026.2 Prospecting Permit Extension and Amendment  
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 

 
CEQA FINDING: 

Find that the EA and FONSI, prepared by BLM and adopted on May 23, 
2013, for this Project, meet the requirements of CEQA.  Pursuant to 
California Code of Regulations, Title 14, sections 15221 and 15225, the 
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Commission adopted such federal documents for use in place of a 
Mitigated Negative Declaration on June 21, 2013, Calendar Item 83.   

 
 SIGNIFICANT LANDS INVENTORY FINDING: 

Find that this activity is consistent with the use classification designated by 
the Commission for the land pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
6370 et seq. 

 
AUTHORIZATION: 

1. Determine that the lands described in the permit are not presently 
known to contain commercially valuable mineral deposits. 

 
2. Authorize the extension of Mineral Prospecting Permit No. 9026.2 

to Mr. Robert G. Wetzel for one year from November 1, 2014, 
through October 31, 2015, for minerals other than oil, gas, 
geothermal resources and sand and gravel within Section 16, 
T15N, R10E, SBM, San Bernardino County, in accordance with the 
standard form of the prospecting permit and amendment.   

 
3. Authorize the Executive Officer or her designee to execute any 

documents necessary to implement the Commission’s action.  
 



 

EXHIBIT A 
PRC 9026.2 



 
EXHIBIT B 

PRC 9026.2 



EXHIBIT C 
PRC 9026.2 
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  PRC 9026.2 EXHIBIT D 

 



 

 

 


